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CONFIDENTIAL ORAN 0064 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, UR, AG 

SUB J : SOVIET OFFICE IN ORAN 

REFS: A) ORAN MEMO TO EMBASSY ALGIERS DATED 22 FEB 78 
B) ORAN 0040 (NOTAL) 

1 . SOVIET UNION APPEARS TO BE OPENING OFFICE HERE. PREMISES LOCATED 
NEXT DOOR TO ' DAIRA '(COUNTRY) GOVERNMENT CENTER FOR ORAN ON BOULE- 
AVRD "ALN" (EX-FRONT DE MER"), ABOUT FIVE BLOCKS EAST OF AMERICAN 
AND MOROCCAN CONSULATES. 

2. FIRST SIGNS OF POSSIBLE STEPS TOWARDS OPENING OF SOVIET CONSULATE 
OR MISSION HERE REPORTED TO EMBASSY ALGIERS LAST FEBRUARY (REF A). 
ABSENCE OF FLAG, SIGN, PLAQUE OR OTHER IDENTIFICATION, PLUS PHYSICAL 
LINK BETWEEN SOVIET AND "DAIRA" OFFICES AT THAT TIME VIA CONNECTING 
SECOND FLOOR PASSAGEWAY, LED US TO DISCOUNT POSSIBILITY THEN. 

3. NO SIGN OR PLAQUE YET INSTALLED. SOVIET FLAG, HOWEVER, HAS NOW 
BEEN FLYING OVER BUILDING DAILY FOR PAST WEEK, AND WORK APPEARS 
UNDERWAY TO DISMANTLE PASSAGEWAY. 

4. THUS FAR NEITHER WE NOR OTHER CONSULATES HERE HAVE HAD ANY NOTIFI- 
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CATION, EITHER FROM SOVIETS OR LOCAL ALGERIAN AUTHORITIES, ABOUT 
POSSIBLE NEW OFFICE. FRENCH CONSUL GENERAL BELIEVES SOVIETS ARE 
INDEED IN PROCESS OF OPENING CONSULATE. ANOTHER SOURCE HAS HEARD IT 
WILL BE RUSSIAN ECONOMIC MISSION. 

5. RATIONALE FOR SOVIET OFFICE IN ORAN NOT YET CLEAR TO US. ALTHOUGH 
SMALL NUMBER OF RUSSIAN AND OTHER BLOC TECHNICIANS HAVE BEEN IN ORAN 
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AREA FOR SOME YEARS, THERE NO SOVIET DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS OR COMMER- 
CIAL PROGRAMS HERE LARGE ENOUGH, IN OUR VIEW, TO WARRANT EITHER 
ECONOMIC MISSION OR CONSULATE. RUSSIAN MILITARY ADVISORS HAVE ALSO 
BEEN STATIONED FOR SEVERAL YEARS AT BOU SFER, ALGERIAN AIRFIELD 
SOUTHWEST OF MERS EL KEBIR NAVAL BASE, AND AT TAFARAOUI AIR TRAINING 
BASE CLOSE TO ORAN CIVIL AIRPORT. FROM THESE POINTS THEY EASILY 
ABLE TO OVERSEE NOT ONLY RUSSIAN MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAMS IN THIS 
PART OF ALGERIA, BUT ALSO REGULAR DELIVERIES OF SOVIET MILITARY 
SUPPLIES AT MERS EL KEBIR AND ONWARD MOVEMENT OF THESE MUNITIONS 
BOTH TO ALGERIAN ARMED FORCES HERE AS WELL AS TOWARDS POLISARIO 
GUERRILLAS IN WESTERN SAHARA. 

6. IF SOVIETS WIN CONTRACT FOR FORTHCOMING CIVILIAN SHIPYARD AT 
MERS EL KEBIR (REF B), AND WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THEY HAVE SUB- 
MITTED BID, THEIR INTERESTS AND PRESENCE IN ORAN WOULD OBVIOUSLY 
INCREASE. WE DOUBT, THOUGH, THAT RUSSIANS WOULD PROCEED TO OPEN 
OFFICE HERE ON THAT BASIS UNTIL CONTRACT AWARDED. 

7. CONSULATE WILL CONTINUE TO MONITOR SOVIET DEVELOPMENTS HERE AS 
CLOSELY AS POSSIBLE. 

HEYNIGER 
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